
Programme in brief 
The Congress is addressed to health
and non-health professionals and
aims at offering update knowledge
and awareness on the vast area of
health and on the many factors influ-
encing peoples’ well-being. There-
fore the determinants of health will
be dealt with and innovative meth-
ods will be explored in order to use
at best limited human and econom-
ic resources available and to promote
sustainable high effective, low-cost
public health services and health care
training in developing countries and
everywhere..

Ethiopia
In Ethiopia, called the cradle of hu-
mankind, visitors are soon enraptured
by the energy and liveliness released by
a country rich in history and culture. The
idea of a poor territory, only rich in suf-
fering and diseases, should be rec-
tified, as it has great potential and
considerable progress has already
been attained. Child mortality rate
has considerably decreased,
while average life expectancy
at birth has increased to 54.7
in 2008. Improvement has
also been recorded with
regard to the underlying
social determinants of
health, such as the ef-

fort of freeing people from avoidable,
preventable common diseases associ-
ated to poor sanitation and hygiene, es-
pecially in  Tigray Region, where health

coverage, improvement of sanitation
and hygiene, HIV/AIDS and malaria pre-
vention are among the best practices
carried on in the last few years.

ITALIAN DERMATOLOGICAL
CENTRE (IISMAS), MEKELLE
Dermatological diseases represent the
most frequent cause of morbidity in de-
veloping countries. NIHMP and Tigray
Health Bureau support the Italian Der-
matological Centre (IDC) IISMAS locat-
ed within the University Hospital of
Mekelle. 
The IDC provides clinical and prevention
activity as well as scientific and training
support for the local health staff. Special
attention is addressed to women, chil-
dren and patients affected by HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis, leishmaniasis, filariasis and
onchocerciasis.

Further development 
of NIHMP activity in Ethiopia
During 2010 the medical and scien-
tific activity of NIHMP in Tigray has in-
creased: a Paediatrics and Maternity
Ward was opened in Adigrat Hospital
in March 2010 thanks to Italian pri-
vate funds. To date, over 800 children
were born in the Centre. The Institute
is contributing to the implementation
of a Master on Infectious Diseases for
20 Health Officers.
Furthermore, in July 2010 the NIHMP
signed an agreement with the Tigray
Regional Health Bureau and the Univer-
sity of Mekelle for the establishment of
the African Global Health Institute
(AGHI). Aim of the Institute will be pro-
moting training and research on glob-
al health through the collaboration of
Regional and international Institutions.

    ISD Regional Meeting
Organized by the National Institute for Health, Migration and Poverty (NIHMP) in collaboration with the Tigray Health Bureau (THB), the University of
Mekelle, the Italian Development Cooperation, the University of Addis Ababa, the University of Gondar, the International Society of Dermatology (ISD),
the Karolinska Institutet-Stockholm, the International Institute of Social and the Medical and Anthropological Sciences (IISMAS)

International Institute 
Social Medical 

Anthropological Sciences

Tigray 
Health Bureau

University of Mekelle National Institute 
for Health, Migration 

and Poverty

Italian Development
Cooperation

International Society
of Dermatology

University of Addis
Ababa

University of Gondar Karolinska Institutet-Stockholm

Dermatological Care for All:

Awareness and ResponsAbility
November 9-12
Addis Ababa-Mekelle (ETHIOPIA)

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

While 2015, the date established for the attainment of the MDGs is get-
ting near, we feel the urgency of facing with determination Goal 6:
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, the issues falling with-
in our professional tasks and expertise. I would like to invite not only der-
matologists but all health professionals and specialists interested in
tackling in-depth strategies for increasing the availability and afford-
ability of health care in developing countries and where poverty diseases

are more neglected. This includes promoting and supporting research, strengthening primary
health systems, improving collaboration with the local communities and health workers in shared
action plans. In a Global Health framework, the first day in Addis Ababa will be particularly centred
in the second part of the Congress title, stressing the importance of becoming more and more aware
of the many determinants of health, the importance for each one of us of feeling responsible for the
planet life and the importance of increasing our ability to produce suitable responses. In the follow-
ing days the Congress will continue in Mekelle where more specific clinical subjects will be dealt with.

I therefore encourage the participation of dermatologists, infectious disease specialists, epidemi-
ologists, sociologists, anthropologists, nurses, public health officers sharing our same goals.

Social events will also be an important part of the meeting, a great chance to improve relationships
among colleagues from all over the world, to share ideas and impressions in a friendly atmosphere,
while discovering the hospitality, the history and the beauties of a particularly interesting Country.

See you in Ethiopia soon!
Aldo Morrone

NIHMP Director General
National Institute for Health, Migration and Poverty

San Gallicano Hospital - Rome (Italy)
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